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T his year marks the
10th anniversary of
the Greenville Area

Development Corpora-
tion. The GADC was cre-
ated in 2001 as a nonprofit
corporation by County
Council to help existing
businesses grow and
prosper, attract new com-
panies, and assist with
critical infrastructure de-
velopment. It was a strate-
gic decision that has
changed the course of
economic development in
Greenville County.
In that decade, GADC

has forged strongpartner-
ships with organizations
vital to employment
growth, business invest-
ment, prosperity, opportu-
nity and quality of life in-
cluding the Greater
Greenville Chamber of
Commerce, Upstate SC
Alliance, S.C. Department
of Commerce, city of
Greenville and other local
chambers and municipal-
ities. Together with
GADC, these organiza-
tions contribute unique
capabilities and resources
to accomplish the eco-
nomic development goals
of our area.

The GADC is uniquely
empowered by law to ne-
gotiate incentives for new
and existing businesses
investing and adding jobs
in the Greenville area, of-
fering finely tuned exper-
tise andanarrayof tools to
meet the needs of busi-
nesses — and turn pro-
spective projects into real-
ities.
While Greenville Coun-

ty’s quality of life and busi-
ness-friendly environ-
ment are strong selling
points, our success also
depends on the skills of
the Upstate SC Alliance to
globally market the Up-
state, and the Greater
Greenville Chamber’s
communications net-
work, advocacy for busi-
ness friendly legislation,
and partnership on strate-
gic issues. Greenville
County’s municipalities
and other local Chambers
of Commerce are also
proactive allies in creating
a climate for success, and
attracting jobs and invest-
ment.
Ten years into the

game, the GADC and its
partners have compiled a
strong record of achieve-
ment.
Since mid-2001, the

GADC has assisted over
170 businesses in expand-
ing operations or relocat-
ing to Greenville County,
generating over12,000 an-
nounced jobs and in ex-
cess of $2.3 billion in capi-
tal investment. More than
half of GADC announce-
ments have been expan-
sions by existing busi-
nesses.

Perhaps even more im-
portant, county economic
development efforts have
returned more than $7 in
taxes paid to Greenville
County for every dollar in-
vested in GADC initia-
tives.
The past 10 years have

been formative in estab-
lishing a unified economic
development strategy for
Greenville County, often
requiring changes in roles
and procedures of eco-
nomic development team
members. Yet the results
we have been able to
achieve together are out-
standing, the vision is
clearer and the future
more promising than
ever. Our focus is on add-
ing jobs todaywhile devel-
oping tomorrow’s econo-
my.
To develop the highly

skilled and productive
workers required by the
changing marketplace,
the GADC is a founding
member of Greenville
Works — the public-pri-
vate collaboration of 12 or-
ganizations established to
improve workforce quali-
ty and quantity to meet
business needs now and
in the future. And by em-
phasizing innovation, de-

ploying technology and at-
tracting intellectual capi-
tal—peoplewith ability to
turn concepts into reali-
ties — we are attracting
more technologically di-
versified industries that
will prosper long-term,
creating a new generation
of entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities and start-ups.
The GADC focuses its

efforts in five carefully se-
lected industry clusters
— Advanced Materials,
Automotive, Aviation, Bio-
sciences, and Headquar-
ters/R&D — with out-
standing prospects for
growth and well-estab-
lished companies, sup-
port structures and talent
pools already in place. By
concentrating resources
and emphasizing Green-
ville County’s quality
workforce, reasonable
cost of doing business,
business-friendly policies
and quality of life, we have
enjoyed outstanding suc-
cess recruiting jobs and
investments in these sec-
tors. And because compa-
nies in these sectors tend
to pay workers higher
wages, their location and
growth here helps to in-
crease our county’s per
capita income.

Today’s GADC is
staffed by a professional
team of seven employees
and ledbyapolicy-making
board of directors consist-
ingof15 leaders appointed
by Greenville County
Council — a diverse
group of men and women
with proven success in
multiple professions, and
a common commitment to
an evenbrighter future for
Greenville.
The GADC is funded by

the taxpayers of Green-
ville County and the gen-
erous support of nearly
150 investor organiza-
tions, whose contribu-
tions allow us to market
Greenville County to site
consultants and other
business decision-mak-
ers.
Thanks to innovative

thinking at our founding
andnow, and a spirit of col-
laboration focused on get-
ting results and not get-
ting credit, Greenville
County is well positioned
tohelp createopportunity,
achievement and prosper-
ity. The GADC has helped
GreenvilleCountygrow in
a strongly positive direc-
tion over the past10 years.
Imagine what the next

10 will bring.

GADC has helped fuel Greenville’s success
By Jo Watson Hackl
And Butch Kirven

Jo Watson Hackl is
an attorney with The
Wyche Firm and
chair of the GADC
Board of Directors;
H.G. “Butch” Kirven
Jr. is chairman of
Greenville County
Council and a
member of the
GADC Board of
Directors.
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R emember that chil-
dren’s story, “The
Little Engine That

Could”? It’s been used for
generations to teach
youngsters optimism. “I
think I can, I think I can”
repeats the little engine as
it tackles the near-impossi-
ble feat of pulling the long
train over the mountain —
and succeeds. Many see
the book as a metaphor
for the American Dream.
St. Anthony of Padua

Catholic Church and
School is like that little
engine. The place simply
has no sense of its place.
So it achieves remarkable
things like a high school
graduation rate for its
Pre-K through Sixth Grad-
ers, many of whom come
from the community’s
most dire circumstances,
that is 90 percent higher
than the average. It also
motivates some 50 per-
cent of its graduates to go
on to college. And does it
all on a shoestring budget
from a crumbling, 60-year-
old building in West
Greenville.
You don’t have to be

Catholic — and 90 percent
of St. Anthony’s school-
children are not — in a
state struggling with edu-
cational attainment and
workforce development to

appreciate the value of a
St. Anthony’s School.
There’s something special
going on there. Maybe it’s
the charismatic, indefati-
gable Pastor Fr. Patrick
Tuttle, OFM, or maybe it’s
the brilliant, understated
Principal Sister Catherine
Noecker, OSF, and her
team of dedicated faculty
and staff.
Or maybe it’s the pa-

rishioners who come from
all over the area to volun-
teer and/or dig deep to
make a $6,000 education
possible for the 101 stu-
dents who pay tuition of
only $2,400 — if their
families can. If they can’t,
the kids can attend St.
Anthony’s anyway, but
their parents must be
involved in their educa-
tion.
Whatever the alchemy,

it’s been working for six
decades, ever since a little
Douthit Street farmhouse
was purchased by some
local visionaries to provide
a quality education for
children in the West
Greenville community
who had frequently been
left behind. Five years

later, the present brick-
and-cinder-block school
on Gower Street was
erected. The fact that it’s
still standing is a tribute to
Divine Providence and to
the people of the parish
and neighborhood who
helped build it and have
tended it since 1956. But
sometimes even God’s
grace isn’t enough.
The structure has had

it. Crumbling, with jerry-
rigged features, electrical
patches-upon-patches and
leaks in the roof, St. An-
thony’s School building
needs to be replaced.
Which is why the little

neighborhood school with
the big track record is
turning to the larger com-
munity it has served so
well for 60 years and ask-
ing for help, both with a
new school and ongoing
needs. And the commun-
ity is responding. Like the
vibrant African-American
tapestry in its logo, St.
Anthony’s is weaving
together that diverse
cross-section of resources
for which Greenville can
lay such special claim.
The money and the pledg-

es are coming in, as dedi-
cated volunteers fan out in
search of the $5 million
necessary to break
ground and provide for
contingencies.
It will be a dream place

— a place where each
grade will have its own
classroom. No more dou-
bling-up. It will have four,
not the present two, bath-
rooms. And the faculty
restroom won’t have to
also serve as the First Aid
room and storage area.
Most of all, it will be a
safe, suitable setting in
which to teach children,
where evangelization is
not the priority.
Thousands of Greenvil-

lians are buying into the
St. Anthony’s dream. My
own Diversity Leaders
Initiative at Furman’s
Riley Institute has adopted
the school as one of its
community projects. Busi-
ness and civic leaders of
all stripe are helping the
campaign, last reported at
the $3.4 million mark,
reach its goal. Some of
Greenville’s most gener-
ous foundations are mak-
ing commitments, and the

local media are taking
note.
Parishioners are scurry-

ing to undertake their
own mini-initiatives. Yes,
something very special is
going on—again — in
Greenville.
Fr. Tuttle, who leads the

congregation every Sun-
day in a prayer for the
campaign’s success, is
wont to say that if God
was walking the earth
right now, Father believes
He would walk right by
him or any one of us in
favor of one of these chil-
dren. Dealt the harshest
of life’s hands, many now
have a chance to play a
positive role in South
Carolina’s future develop-
ment, to become leaders,
contributors.
St. Anthony’s just needs

an adequate greenhouse
in which to continue its
exceptional educational
soil cultivation. If you’d
like to learn more, please
go to www.StAnthony-
GreenvilleSC.org.
But be aware: “Small

but mighty” St. Anthony’s
is seductive. It has a way
of getting under your skin.

Something special happens at St. Anthony’s
By Mary Ann Pires

Mary Ann Pires is
CEO of The Pires
Group, a public
relations marketing
firm with strategic
philanthropy as a
specialty. She and
her husband Ed are
active members of St.
Anthony of Padua
Parish. Write to her
at Maptpg@aol.com.
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O n March 27 Hillary
Clinton said of
Bashar al-Assad,

“Many of the members of
Congress of both parties
who have gone to Syria in
recent months have said
they believe he’s a reform-
er.”
Few things said by this

administration in its two
years can match this one
for moral bankruptcy and
strategic incomprehensi-
bility.
First, it’s demonstrably

false. It was hoped that
President Assad would be
a reformer when he inher-
ited his father’s dictator-
ship a decade ago. Being a
London-educated eye
doctor, he received the full
Yuri Andropov treatment
— the assumption that
having been exposed to
Western ways, he’d been
Westernized. Wrong.
Assad has run the same
iron-fisted Alawite police
state as did his father.
Bashar made promises

of reform during the
short-lived Arab Spring of
2005. The promises were
broken. During the cur-

rent brutally suppressed
protests, his spokeswom-
an made renewed prom-
ises of reform. Then
Wednesday, appearing
before parliament, Assad
was shockingly defiant.
He offered no conces-
sions. None.
Second, it’s morally

reprehensible. Here are
people demonstrating
against a dictatorship that
repeatedly uses live fire
on its own people, a regi-
me that in 1982 killed
20,000 in Hama and then
paved the dead over. Here
are insanely courageous
people demanding reform
— and the U.S. secretary
of state tells the world that
the thug ordering the
shooting of innocents
already is a reformer, thus
effectively endorsing the
Baath party line — “We
are all reformers,” Assad
told parliament — and
undermining the demon-
strators’ cause.
Third, it’s strategically

incomprehensible. Some-
times you cover for a re-
pressive ally because you
need it for U.S. national

security. Hence our muted
words about Bahrain.
Hence our slow response
on Egypt. But there are
rare times when strategic
interest and moral impera-
tive coincide completely.
Syria is one such— a
monstrous police state
whose regime consistent-
ly works to thwart U.S.
interests in the region.
During the worst days

of the Iraq War, this regi-
me funneled terrorists
into Iraq to fight U.S.
troops and Iraqi allies. It is
dripping with Lebanese
blood as well, being be-
hind the murder of inde-
pendent journalists and

democrats, including
former Prime Minister
Rafiq al-Hariri. This year, it
helped topple the pro-
Western government of
Hariri’s son, Saad, and put
Lebanon under the thumb
of the virulently anti-West-
ern Hezbollah. Syria is a
partner in nuclear prolifer-
ation with North Korea. It
is Iran’s agent and closest
Arab ally, granting it an
outlet on the Mediterrane-
an. Those two Iranian
warships that went
through the Suez Canal in
February docked at the
Syrian port of Latakia, a
long-sought Iranian pene-
tration of the Mediterrane-
an.
Yet here was the secre-

tary of state covering for
the Syrian dictator against
his own opposition. And it
doesn’t help that Clinton
tried to walk it back two
days later by saying she
was simply quoting
others. Rubbish. Of the
myriad opinions of Assad,
she chose to cite precisely
one: reformer. That’s an
endorsement, no matter
how much she later pre-

tends otherwise.
And it’s not just the

words; it’s the policy be-
hind it. This delicacy to-
ward Assad is dismayingly
reminiscent of President
Obama’s response to the
2009 Iranian uprising
during which he was scan-
dalously reluctant to sup-
port the demonstrators,
while repeatedly reaf-
firming the legitimacy of
the brutal theocracy sup-
pressing them.
Why? Because Obama

wanted to remain “en-
gaged” with the mullahs
— so that he could talk
them out of their nuclear
weapons. We know how
that went.
The same conceit ani-

mates his Syria policy —
keep good relations with
the regime so that Obama
can sweet-talk it out of its
alliance with Iran and
sponsorship of Hezbollah.
Another abject failure.

Syria has contemptuously
rejected Obama’s blan-
dishments — obsequious
visits from Senate Foreign
Relations Committee
Chairman John Kerry,

and the return of the first
U.S. ambassador to Da-
mascus since the killing of
Hariri. Assad’s response?
An even tighter and more
ostentatious alliance with
Hezbollah and Iran.
Our ambassador in

Damascus should demand
to meet the demonstrators
and visit the wounded. If
refused, he should be
recalled to Washington.
And rather than “deplore
the crackdown,” as did
Clinton in her walk-back,
we should be denouncing
it in forceful language and
every available forum,
including the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.
No one is asking for a

Libya-style rescue. Just
simple truth-telling. If
Kerry wants to make a
fool of himself by continu-
ing to insist that Assad is
an agent of change, well,
it’s a free country. But
Clinton speaks for the
nation.

Syria’s ‘reformer’ continues to rule with iron fist

Charles
Krauthammer

Columnist

■Write to Charles Krauth-
ammer at letters@charles-
krauthammer.com.

raro stormed after him,
demanding to know why
he refused to bless her
two grandchildren created

by IVF. She delighted in
reporting of his terrified
retreat. Mama Grizzlies
are not just found in Alas-
ka.
Over the past year, our

meetings became phone
calls and then e-mails. The
e-mails were frank,
though not self-pitying.

Each trip to the hospital
left her a little weaker but
undiminished, as engaged
as ever.
I have never liked the

way obituaries say some-
one “died after a long
battle with cancer.” But it
is true in Gerry’s case.
She was a fighter. It was

not in her nature to give
up even when that meant
painful procedures, one
after another. Our friend
Pat Schroeder says, “She
made the unsinkable Mol-
ly Brown look like a
wimp.”
One afternoon we were

all talking about spiritual

life and after life. At one
point, Gerry insisted that
when she died, she would
be reunited with her
mother. “I don’t know
how, but I believe it!” Even
the skeptics among us
hope she is right.
“American history is

about doors being

opened,” she liked to say.
The truth is that it’s about
the people who push
those doors open. My
friend who died a week
ago was one of those peo-
ple. “Not bad,” as she
would put it, “for a house-
wife from Queens, huh?”
Not bad at all, Gerry.
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